Dean Close COVID-19 Response
October 2020 update
If a pupil or member of staff displays possible Coronavirus symptoms in
school the following steps are taken:

Any pupil or member of staff who is displaying COVID symptoms is isolated immediately
Day pupils and staff go home

Boarding pupils return to their house

Arrangements are made to ensure the person’s household is notified
For day pupils and staff this is the people
they share a house with

For boarding pupils it is other members
of their year group bubble

Arrangements are made to test the affected person
For boarding pupils this is done through
the Health Centre

Day pupils and staff contact NHS track
and trace through the website or via 119

If the test result is negative
All pupils and staff can return to school

No further action is necessary

If the test is positive
The person with the
symptoms isolates for 10
days from the onset of
symptoms

Close contacts both
within school and the
wider community are
traced and isolated for 14
days if necessary

People in the same
bubble isolate for 14 days
from the onset of the
other persons symptoms
or the date of the test

The following decision trees will be used to decide how to treat a day or
boarding pupil:

What happens if a pupil is asked to isolate?
Day pupil

Stay at home for up to
14 days

Limit interaction with
other members of the
household if they are
not self-isolating

Only have a test if
symptoms develop

Follow rigorous hygiene
procedures

A negative test does not
mean the isolation
period can be
shortened

Attend blended learning
lessons online if well
enough

Try to stay positive, get
some exercise, eat and
drink properly and
interact with friends

Boarding pupil
Symptomatic pupil will be
relocated to an isolation room

Other pupils in the same
bubble will isolate in house
but be allowed to mix

If a test is negative all pupils
will return to school as soon
as practically possible

If a test is positive the
symptomatic pupil will
isolated for 10 days from the
onset of symptoms and the
rest of the bubble for 14 days

All meals will be delivered to
the house and served by the
house residential team

Pupils will be able to choose
what they have to eat and
extras will be provided
particularly at weekends

Junior pupils will go to an
isolation classroom to attend
blended lessons online

6th form pupils will attend
online blended lessons in their
rooms

Outside activity time will be
organised so that all pupils will
get at least one period of
exercise per day

Pupils will be encouraged to
maintain online social contact
with family and friends

Boarding house and senior
staff will be available to talk to
pupils if they are concerned

Regular contact will be
maintained with the GP,
Health Centre and Public
Health England

What is a close contact?
If a person tests positive for Coronavirus, close contacts have to be traced and
self-isolate for 14 days in case they have contracted the virus. A close contact
is:
• People in the same household (boarding bubble)
• Skin-to-skin physical contact
• Contact within one metre with or without a face mask for more
than a minute
• Contact within two metres with or without a face mask for more
than 15 minutes
• Travelled in a car together or in close proximity on other transport
Close contacts must self-isolate for 14 days; Contacts of contacts don’t need
to unless they develop symptoms.

